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Turbulent Winter Session ends a day early

Both Houses of Parliament adjourned
sine die after passing 18 Bills

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha and

the Rajya Sabha

were  adjourned
sine die a day in advance af-
ter what is being termed as
the frostiest Winter Session
of relations between trea-
sury and  Opposition
benches in India’s history.
The session saw a security
breach in the Lok Sabha,
the suspension of 146 MPs,
and the disqualification of
Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra from the
Lower House.

The session, held
against the backdrop of the
results of the Assembly
elections in five States, was
expected to be stormy,
with Ms. Moitra’s disquali-
fication on December 8,
following the adoption of a
report by the Ethics Com-
mittee of the Lok Sabha.

But barely had the
sparks dimmed that the
Lok Sabha wi d a se-

ting off coloured gas can-
nisters on December 13, 22
years to the day terrorists
had attacked the old Parlia-
ment House.

While the incident for-
tunately did not lead to any
casualties, Speaker Om Bir-
la did not agree to the Op-
position’s demand for a
statement by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, and as
Opposition MPs protested,
carrying placards into the
Well of the House, a series
of suspensions began, with
several MPs referred to the
Privileges Committee.

nsions galore

While Mr. Birla, in a letter
to the MPs, said the sus-
pensions were the result of
placards being carried,
and “unruly” behaviour,
the protests continued, as
did the suspensions.

Since last Thursday, 146
MPs have been suspended
from both Houses, with
three of them suspended
for the duration of the ses-

curity breach, with two
persons entering and set-

sion. This saw 99 out of the
139 INDIA bloc MPs sus-

The session saw a security breach, suspension of
146 MPs, and the disqualification of Mahua Moitra
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Raising objection: Opposition MPs address media after a march at
Vijay Chowk in New Delhi on Thursday. swaskt

pended in the Lok Sabha,
and 46 out of 97 of them
suspended in the Rajya
Sabha. A protest march by
all suspended MPs also
took place outside Parlia-
ment on the last day of the
session, with Congress pre-
sident Mallikarjun Kharge
leading it.

In his valedictory re-
marks, Mr. Birla said that
the Lok Sabha had record-
ed 74% productivity in the
winter session over 14 sit-

Lok Sabha passes
Bill on CEC, EC
appointment

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Thursday
passed the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office)
Bill, 2023 amid the

scarce presence of
Opposition members in

the House. » PAGE 4

Criminal law
reform Bills
getnod in RS

NEW DELHI

Rajya Sabha cleared the
Bharatiya Nyaya (Second)
Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha (Second) Sanhita and
the Bharatiya Sakshya
{Second) Bils, replacing the
Indian Penal Code-1860, the
Code of Criminal Procedure
Act-1898 and Indian Evidence
Actof 1872. » PAGE 4

55 starred questions answered and 265 matters
taken up under Rule 377 in LS, says Speaker

Rajya Sabha
passes Telecom
Bill, 2023

NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha on Thursday
passed the
Telecommunications Bill, 2023.
Members of the Biju Janata Dal
and YSR Congress Party
expressed concern about
clauses allowing the

Union govemment to
intercept private
communications. » PAGE 4

tings, and that the House
had worked for 61 hours
and 50 minutes.

He said a total of 18 Bills,
including the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita 2023, Bhara-
tiya Nagarik Suraksha (Se-
cond) Sanhita, and the
Bharatiya Sakshya (Se-
cond) Sanhita - to replace
the Indian Penal Code, the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, the Indian Evidence
Act, respectively ~ were
passed in the Lok Sabha.

The legislation will result
in a massive change in the
legal system of the country.
The Bills were also passed
in the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday.

The contentious Tele-
communications Bill,
which provides for the go-
vernment to temporarily
take control of telecom ser-
vices in the interest of na-
tional security, and pro-
vides a non-auction route
for the allocation of satel-

lite spectrum, was passed
by both Houses, as was the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Ser-
vice and Term of Office)
Bill that seeks to establish a
mechanism to appoint the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Election Com-
missioners.

Mr. Birla said that 55
starred questions had been
answered orally during the

session, and a total num-
ber of 265 matters were ta-
ken up under Rule 377. As
many as 1,930 papers were
laid on the Table of the
House, the Speaker added.
Mr. Dhankhar said in his
valedictory remarks in the
Rajya Sabha that 17 Bills
had been passed during
the session, and the three
Bills on the criminal justice
system had unshackled the
colonial legacy of criminal
jurisprudence.
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T.N. Minister, wife jailed
for three years, fined 350
lakh each in wealth case

CHENNAIL

The Madras High Court on
Thursdsy sentenced Tamil
Naclu Minister K. Ponumucly
and his wife P. Visalakshi to
three years of simple im-
prisonment in a dispropor-
tionate assets case in
which they were coavicted
on Tuesday after the rever-
sal of their 2016 acqguittal
by a trial court.

Justice G. Jayachandran
also imposed a fine of 350
kakh each on both the con-
victs, ordering a further jail
sentence  of six more
months i they il to pay
the fine amount imposed,
in view of the gravity of the
offence of corruption.

The judge, however,
granted 30 days” time for
the couple to surrender be-
fore the special court for
the Prevention of Carrup-
tion Act (PCA) cases in Vil-
lupuram. This gives them
time to approach the Su-
preme Court with an ap-
peal challenging their con-
victions and semtences.

“In case the accused
persons fail to surrender
on or before january 22,
2024, the trial court shall
secure the accused by exe-
asing a warrant,” the
judge wrote.

Court’

When senior coursel N.R.
Elango pleaded for more
time for the convicts to sur-
render, the judge said that
they could approach the
High Court once again and
seek an extension if they
faced difficulties in appeal-
ing to the top court within
30 days.

Initially, Jhustice Jaya-

In treuble: K. Ponmudy coming out of the Madras High Count

campes foliowing the verdict on Thursdary. 5 J0TH RAMALINGAN

Rajakannappan gets
Higher Education post

Education and Backward
CHENNAI (Classes Welfare. An official

statemnent from the Raj
The Tamil Nadu Bhavan said that Governoe
government on Thursday R.N. Ravi has re-allocated
re-designated Minister for the poctfolio to Mr.
Backward Classes Welfare Rajakannappan on the
R.S. Rajal ppan as e fation of Chief
Minister for Higher Minister M_K. Stalin.
chandran said that he (o the State government.

would suspend the sen-
tence for 30 dayx, but Snce
that procedure would re-
quire an application for
suspension to be filed by
the comvicts and thereby
make it 2 time-consuming
process, he granted the al-
ternative remedy of 30
days’ time to surrender.
Justice Jayachandran al-
so dismissed any concerns
about the fact that he had,
in 2013, signed a Ale relat-
ed to this case while he wis
serving as a Law Secretary

The judge had, on Tues-
day, allowed a 2017 appeal
filed by the Directorate of
Vigikinee and Anti Corrup-
tion (DVAC) and et aside
the Apeil 2066 acquittal or-
der passed by the special
court. He then directed the
convicts to appear befare
him on Thursday to decide
their sentence.

Though the couple were
given the option of appear-
ing through a video call,
they chose to appear in
person.
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Bengaluru airport wins award at
UNESCO’s 2023 Prix Versailles

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Terminal 2 (T2) of Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port (KIA) in Bengaluru has
been recognised as one of
the world’s most beautiful
airports and awarded the
special prize for interiors
at the UNESCO's 2023 Prix
Versailles.

The World Judges Panel
for Prix Versailles 2023,
chaired by renowned fash-
ion designer Elie Saab, an-
nounced the latest archi-
tectural projects to win a
World Title, according to
the Bangalore Internation-
al Airport Limited, which
operates KIA.

The Prix Versailles fo-
cuses on intelligent sus-
tainability as a cultural

Showcasing heritage: T2 has been designed as a tribute to the
‘Garden City' of Bengaluru. K. MURALI KUMAR

driver, acknowledging in- T2, also known as the
novation, creativity, reflec-  Terminal in a Garden, was
tion of local heritage, and  inaugurated on November
values of social interaction. 11, 2022.
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Parliament clears
laws to repeal IPC,
CrPC, Evidence Act

The Hindu Bureau
MEW DELHI

The Rajva Sabha on Thurs-
day passed the Bharativa
Myaya (Second) Sanhita
Bill, the Bharativa Nagarik
Suraksha (Second) Sanhita
Bill, and the Bharativa
Sakshya (Second) Bl
which will replace the In-
dian Penal Code, 1860; the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1898; and the Indian
Evidence Act, 1872; respec-
tively. The Lok Sabha had
passed the Bills on Wed-
nesday.

Hailing the passage of
the Bills as historic, Chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar
said the Bills would replace
the colonial-era criminal
justice system. The Opposi-
tion members boycotted
the proceedings demand-
ing a statement from Home
Minister Amit Shah on the
Parliament SECUrity
breach. The Bills were
passed unanimously in
their absence.

Mr. Shah said the Bills
would mark a new begin-
ning in the history of the
country's criminal justice
system. He said the Bills
would form the base of
making the country's jus-
tice system the most mod-
ern in the world.

Amit Shah

Mr. Shah said the crimi-
nal justice svstem was be-
ing governed by the three
laws brought by the British
after the 1857 struggle for
freedom.

He said that for the first
time, the justice system
would be based on laws
framed and passed by [n-
dians. From FIR to judg-
ment, all processes would
be online and the new laws
had tried to accommodate
the changes in technology
in the process of adminis-
tration and policing, he
said.

Mr. Shah said a victim
would get justice within
three years. He said the
new Bills had defined all
forms of terrorizm and that
perpetrators of organised
crime would be punished.
He said the post of director
of prosecutions would be
made compulsory in every
district.
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Lok Sabha passes
Bill on appointment
of poll panel chief

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Thurs-
day passed the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner and
Other Election Commis-
sioners  (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Bill, 2023
amid the scarce presence
of Opposition members in
the House.

The Bill had been
passed by the Rajya Sabha
on December 12.

Speaking during a de-
bate before the passage of
the Bill, Law Minister Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal said the
Election Commission
(Conditions of Service of
Election Commissioners
and Transaction of Busi-
ness) Act, 1991 did not have
a clause related to the ap-
pointment of CEC and oth-
er ECs.

Search, selection panel

Mr. Meghwal said the
names of the commission-
ers were so far decided by
the government, but from
now on a search and selec-
tion committee will over-
look the process. He also
asserted that this was in
line with the Supreme
Court’s directions, adding
that the committee men-

Arjun Ram Meghwal

tioned in its judgment was
a “stop-gap” arrangement.

Earlier in March this
year, the Supreme Court
had ruled that the selec-
tion panel should com-

RS passes Telecom Bill amid
empty Opposition benches

Concerned about interception clause, YSR Congress says safeguards needed to prevent misuse; BID

says State’s role should have been darified: BIP MP plays devil's advocate after Opposition boycott

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

mid empty Opposi-
tion benches, the

Rajya Sabha on
Thursday passed the Tele-
communications Bill,
2023. MPs from the Biju Ja-
nata Dal (BJD) and the YSR
Congress Party expressed
concern about clauses al-
lowing the Union govern-
ment to intercept private
o ications. In the

prise the Prime Minist
the LoP in the Lok Sabha,
and the Chief Justice of In-
dia. The court had said the
order would hold good un-
til a law was made by
Parliament.

The selection commit-
tee, which would be head-
ed by the Prime Minister
and comprise a Union Mi-
nister nominated by the
Prime Minister, and the
leader of the Opposition
(LoP) in the Lok Sabha, will
select members of the
Election Commission.

A vacancy will arise in
the poll panel when Elec-
tion Commissioner Anup
Chandra Pandey demits of-
fice on February 14 next
year.

absence of any other ad-
versarial voices, BJP MP
Sushil Modi took it upon
himself to point out the
Opposition’s various criti-
cisms of the legislation,
even while defending it.
Mr. Modi, who was the
second speaker, said the
Opposition had often criti-
cised the clauses that allow
the government to tempo-
rarily take control of tele-
com services in the interest
of national security, and
that provide a non-auction
route for the allocation of
satellite spectrum. Defend-
ing the two clauses, he said
that the 26/11 tragedy and
several natural calamities
have proven that they are

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw speaks in the Rajya Sabha during

the Winter Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

needed. The “non-auction
route” for the allocation of
satellite spectrum is also
essential for national se-
curity, he said.

The Lok Sabha passed
the Bill on Wednesday. The
legislation allows the go-
vernment to retain its pow-
ers to intercept communi-
cations, by allowing the
tapping of phone connec-
tions pursuant to orders is-
sued by an authorised Un-
ion or State government
official, “if satisfied that it
is necessary or expedient
to do so, in the interest of
the sovereignty and inte-
grity of India, defence and
security of the State,
friendly relations with fo-

reign States, public order,
or for preventing incite-
ment to the commission of
any offence”. Around
5,000 such interception
orders were issued each
month in 2015, the then-In-
formation Technology Mi-
nister Ravi Shankar Prasad
had told Parliament; no
subsequent statistics have
been revealed.

Sasmit Patra of the BJD
welcomed the Bill but said
that it should have elabo-
rated the role of the States
regarding interception and
search. Since many border
States face the direct brunt
of cross-border terrorism,
they should be kept in the
loop, he said. S. Niranjan

Reddy of the YSR Congress
Party said that though the
Bill does not provide for
any judicial oversight, its
rules should be clearly de-
fined to guard the provi-
sion against any misuse.

Short debate

The debate came to a close
within an hour. At its con-
clusion, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw ap-
plauded the progress made
by the country in the sec-
tor. “In the last nine and a
half years, India’s telecom
sector has emerged from a
very difficult period mar-
red by scams to become a
sunrise sector,” he said.

He said that during the
same period, the number
of telecom towers had in-
creased from six lakh in
20M4 to 25 lakh at present,
while the number of Inter-
net broadband users had
grown from L5 crore to 85
crore. Under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, India has exe-
cuted the world's fastest
rollout of 5G technology,
with most equipment ma-
nufactured indigenously,
Mr. Vaishnaw said.


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045

https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

Under new law, doctors face
two years of imprisonment
for death due to negligence

Vijaita §
NEW DELHI

Contrary to what Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
told the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday, the amended
Bharativa Nyvaya (Second)
Sanhita Bill, 2023 (BNSS)
does not provide a blanket
exemption to doctors in
cases of death due to negli-
gence; instead, it pre-
scribes a maximum two-
year imprisonment in such
cases, slightly lower than
the punishment for other
CASES,

The amended Section
106 (1) of the Sanhita says:
“Whoever causes death of
any person by doing any
rash or negligent act
not amounting to culpable
homicide, shall be pun-
ished with imprisonment
of either description for a
term which may extend to
five vears, and shall akso be
liable to fine; and if such
act is done by a registered
medical practitioner while
performing medical proce-
dure, he shall be punished
with imprisonment of eith-
er description for a term
which may extend to two
years, and shall also be lia-

New changes: Cumrently, under Section 3044, the punishment for

causing death s two years impriscnment and a fine or both. an

ble to fine” It further ex-
plains that for the purpos-
es of this sub-section,
“registerad medical practi-
toner” means a medical
practitioner who possesses
any medical gualification
recognised under the Na-
tional Medical Commission
Act, 2019 and whose name
has been entered in the Na-
tional Medical Register or a
State Medical Register un-
der that Act.

The section was amend-
ed to include the clause on
medical practitioners.

Replyving to the debate
on the three criminal laws
in the Lok Sabha on Wed-
nesday, Mr. Shah said: “If
someone died due to med-
ical negligence by doctors
it was treated as culpable
homicide not amounting
to murder. [ am bringing

an amendment today. Doc-
tors have been exempted
from punishment [under
this section]. The Indian
Medical Association had
requested us [for the ex-
emption].” On Thursday,
when the three criminal
law Bills were discussed in
the Rajva Sabha, Mr. Shah
did not mention the ex-
emption for doctors.

Currently, under Sec-
tion 3044 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, the punishment
for causing death by negli-
gence is two vears impri-
sonment and a fine or
both. The BNSS, which will
replace the IPC, increases
the punishment for such
acts to five vears but speci-
fies that doctors will still
get the lower punishment
of two vears of jail time if
convicted.



https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI

12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

India receives price bids for
26 Rafale jets, 3 submarines

Ministry sets up commitiee to benchmark submarine deal, after which the commercial bid will be

opened: the first of the new submarines, with integrated indigenous features, to arrive in 2031

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

ndia has received

price  bids from

France for the pur-
chiase of 26 Rafale-M car-
rier-based fighters as well
as three additional Scor-
pene-class  conventional
submarines.

While the Rafale-M is
being processed through
an inter-povernmental
agreement, the submarine
deal is a follow-on to the
earlier contract with Naval
Group, under which Maza-
gon Dockyard Shipbuilders
Limited (MDL), Mumhbai
manufactured six subma-
rines in India. The Defence
Ministry has already set up
a committee to arrive at
the benchmark price for
the submarine deal, sourc-
s said.

Letter of Acceptance

In response to India's re-
quest, France submitted a
Letter of Acceptance ear-
lier this week, outlining the
pricing and other details of
its offier for 26 Rafale-M jets
which are meant to oper-
ate from the Navy s two air-
craft carriers, sources con-
firmed. Meanwhile, MDL

Aiming high: The Indian Air Force aperates 36 Rafale jots
customised for Indian requirements. FILE FROTD

has submitted its commer-
cial offer for three more
Scorpenes to the Indian
Navy on December i1, it
has been learnt.

Far the Scorpene deal,
Defence  Ministry  has
formed a costing commit-
tee for imternal bench-
marking of the deal value
and the commercial offer
from MDL would be
opened after the internal
benchmarking is com-
plete, sources stated.

While the formal pro-
curement process has now
commenced for the Rafale
deal following receipt of
the bid, it is not yet clear if
a costing committee would
be set up. The price and

other terms of purchase
will be negotiated with the
French Government after
taking into account all rele-
vant aspects, including
“comparative procure-
ment price of similar air-
craft by other countries,”
the Defence Ministry had
stated earlier.

On July 13, as Prime Mi-
nister Marendra Modi was
enroute to Paris, the De-
fence Acquisition Council
chaired by Defence Mimnis-
ter Rajnath Singh accorded
its Acceptance of Necessity
{AoN) for the procurement
of the 26 Rafale-M fighters
and three additional Scor-
pene-class diesel-electric
submarines from France.

The deal includes 22 sin-
gle-seater Rafale-M fighters
and four twin-seater Rafale
trainers (which are not car-
rier compatible).

Filling the gaps

The 26 jets are meant to fll
the gap in the numbers tll
the indigenous Twin En-
gine Deck-Based Fighter,
still under development, is
inducted into service.

The Navy currently op-
erates two aircraft carriers,
the INS Vikramadinea and
the indipenously bailt INS
Vikrant.

As reported by The Hin-
du earlier, both the con-
tracts are expected to be
concluded by end-2024
and delivery of the subma-
rines is likely to begin in
2031. The major difference
between the existing Scor-
penes and the new ones is
their integrated combat
system  ({ICS5), sources
explained.

The earlier submarines
had systems from France,
while the new ones will
have indigenous ICS, with
sipnificant localised solu-
tions provided by Bharat
Electronics Limited in col-
laboration with French
suppliers, a source said.
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WHO prequalifies a

malaria vaccine by
Serum Institute

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
MEW DELHIL

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) on Thursday
added the R2I/Matrix-M
malaria  vaccine, deve-
loped by Oxford University
and manufactured by Se-
rum [nstitute of India, to its
list of prequalified
VACCines,

In October 2023, the
WHO had recommended
its use tor the prevention af
malaria in children.

The K21 vaccine is the
second malaria vaccine
prequalified by WHO.

“The prequalification
means larger access to vac-
cines as a key tool to pre-
vent malaria in children,
with it being a prerequisite
for vaccine procurement
by UNICEF and funding
suppaort for deployment by
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance,”
WHO said in its statement.

It added that both vac-
cines have been shown to
be safe and effective in clin-

The B21 vaccine is
the secomnd malaria

vaccine pregualified
by the WHO

ical trials, tor preventing
malaria in children.
Malaria, a mosquito-
borne disease, places a
particularly high burden
on children in the African
region, where nearly half a
million children die from
the disease each year. In
2012, there were an esti-
mated 249 million malaria
cases in the world, and
6,08 0y malaria deaths
across 85 countries.
Ropério Gaspar, director
of WHO's Department of
Regulation and Prequalifi-
cation, said: "Achieving
WHO vaccine prequalifica-
tion ensures that vaccines
used in global immuniza-
tion programmes are safe
and effective within their
conditions of use in the tar-
peted health systems.”

Inali st sustain facues on genom:
senyuencing for novel variants

T he rapidly increasing spread of the [N

variant arass the globe has led to the

prevalence of this variant, a descendent
of the BA.2 86 Omicron Eneage. reaching over
2T%, marking an eight-fold increase in just a
muamnith. First idendified in Luxemboarg in labe Aug-
gust this year, the [N.I variant has ako become
the dominant wariant in a few countries. The var-
iant is very likely to become the dominant strain
globally. Compared with the parent lineage
B 286, the [ 1 variant carries an addigonal muo-
tation {L4358) in the spike proten, which en-
hances its immune evasion signi . Lilee oth-
er Omicron sublineages, the [N variant too has
high transmissibility. The winter season in the
northern i willl thus malke it easier for
thee viros to spread. Despite increased immune
escape capability and transmissibility, no major
outhreak has been reported so G Prompied by
the presence of the JN.1 variant in most countries
and its rapidly increasing spread, the World
Health Organization dassified JN.1 as a sepamte
variant of interest a couple of days ago; N1 was
previously tracked as part of BA. 286 but now ac-
counts for *wast majority” of the BA 2 86 neage.
Bamed on anailable Emited evidence, the global
health body has noted that M. is not asociated
with increased disease severity compared with
ather circulating variants. Evidenor from coun-
iries that have reported a surge in cases and hos-
pitalEations driven by the JNA variant does not
sigrgest higher Btality.

Though the first COVID-ED case cansed by the
N variant was detected in Kerak during rowtine
survesillance, Goa has reported the greatest nom-
ber of cases so far — 19, India hes so far reported
2 N1 casess i alll All the 2 cases: have been clin-
ically mild, requiring home solation. In the st
fortnight, India has registered a sharp increase in
the number of COVIDHS cases. While universal
masking should surehy not be made mandastory at
this puint in time, it i highly desirible that high-
risk imdhviduals mosk up especally in poordy ven-
tilated closed spaces as COVID-IS deaths in peo-
ple with comuoshidities are still being reported in
India. In a welcome move, all patdents with in-
Theena-like illness (ILI) and severe aoube respica-
tory infections (SARI) are being tested for OO0-
WID-E, and positive cases are sequenced as part
af the revised surveillance guidelines. Likewise,
there should be sustained foous on genome se-
quencing for nevel wriants. Fimally, India should
learn from past mistakes and refrain fom sham-
ing States that report mone cases and/or novel
variants. States that have better sorweillince and
display greater inbegrity in testing and reporting
are boumd to register more cses. Public health
should nedther be commumalised nor politicised.
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Mew laws have positive feanures, bur
bring no pathrbreaking change

aw-malking in the absence of a significant

mumber of Opposition members does not

reflect well on the legishiure. The three
Bills that replace the body of criminal bws in In-
dian were passed by Parliament in its ongoing es-
siom in the absenee of more than 140 members.
Even though the revied versions of the Bharativa
Myanva Samhita (BMNS, which will replce the [PC),
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (which
will replace the CrPCland the Bhartiya Sakshya
Bl {insstead of the Evidence Aoty were introduced
after serutiny by a Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittess, they still required legislative deliberations
in the full chambers, given their implications for
the entire country. Many concerns that the Bills
garve rise b could not be raised in Pariment asa
result. A conspicuous aspect of the new codes &
that barring reardering of the sections, much of
the langioge and contents of the ariginal Lows
harve been retained. However, Union Home M-
nister Amit Shakh's caim that the colonial impring
af the IPC, CrfC and the Evidence Act has been
replaced by a purely Indizin legal framework many
not be cormect, as the new codes do not envisage
amy path-breaking change in the wary the country
is paliced, crimes are investigated and protracted
triak are conchecied.

The improvements in the BNS indude the re-
merval of the outdated] sedition section, as excit-
ing disafection against the government or bring-
ing it into hatred and contempt & no more an
affence, amnd the mtroduoction of mab hnching
{mcheding hate crimes such a5 cnsing death or
grievous hurt on the ground of a person's race,
caste, community, sex, language or plce of
hirth) as a separate ofence. Another positive fea-
ture is the grvernment fgnoring the panel's re-
commendation to bring back adultery, strock
down by the Supreme Couwrt, @ a gender-neutral
affence. However, it is questionable whether *per-
rarism’ should harve been included in the general
penal oy when it is pumishable under speciall le-
glation. Grave dharges such 2 terrarism should
not be Bghtly imvaked. On the procedural Sde,
some weloome features are the provision for FIRs
to be registered by a police officer irrespective of
where an offence took place and the boost sought
o be given bo use of forensics in investigation and
videngraphy of searches and seiares. A signifi-
cant Eailure fes in not chrifying whether the new
eriminal procedure allows palice custody beyond
the 15-day limit, or it & just a provision that allows
the 15-day period to spread across any days with-

_I_ in the first 40 or G0 days of a person’s arrest. Re-
visions in kiw cannoet be made without a vision
fior a legal framework that addresses all the nade-
quencies of the criminal justice system.
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Should an All-India Judicial Service be created?

| PARLEY |

ecenthy, President Drowpadi Murmu
suggested that an All-ndia Judicial
Service (Al will help diversify the
judiciary. Inthe sume wary that the
Unicm Public Service Commission comdhscts a
central recruitment exam and assins successful
candidates i cadines, the recruitment of judges
of the district judiciary is being prapose o be

dunnxdmﬂl:pmlund]us.dmhcrnapartuf
the Union povernmenst's official palicy for years.
However, there has been no consensus an the
proposal sither from the High Courts ar the
State grvernments. Should an ALJS be created?
Alk Prasamma Kumar and Bharat Chugh discizs
the question in a conversation moderated by
Aaratrika Bhaumik. Edited excerpes:

munmmmqmpmzm
t judges are
mﬂnﬂmhabun:hlelnmﬁrje
Castes (SC),
Tribees (5T}, and Other Backwarnd Classes
(OBC) ctegories in the subordinate
Judiciary. Is an ALJS the solution to this?

Alok Prasanma Kumar: All the States have
been deing better over the years ifyou see
Vidhi's data in the context of the representation
o women in the suborginate judiciary. It might
take some more time for the 5C, 8T, andD.BC
i gt that level of repr X

or a least propartionate bo their popubtions.
Bust the key barrier is the entrance exam;
preparing for it is me-cansuming. The

t af seven years of practice bo
bescome a district judge ko pases 3 problem
bescause kiw 5 a professian i already very
difficult i you do not have conmections; i is
duebly 5 if you e from an underprivileged
:umuumy Marmy High Courts ako place

s — that you hove (o have appeared
in %" number of cases or had an active practios
of 'y number of years. This sutematically raises
barriers o entry, especiilly for wemen and
other exchuded classes.

Bharat Chagh: The State governments and
High Courts which conduct the varioe exams
hiznve besen doing their bat for affrmative actiom.
From personal experience, | can sy that for the
kst fewe years, the number of women who have
s tha jusdicial servicss has been higher thon
the number of men. There & coe paint where an
AllS mary help — different States provide for
different patiems of reservations. | think some
amount of rionaliation can help.

Since cases in the district courts are argued

HLIS i a proposed centralised necnatmant system for |udges at tha lovel of
additional district |udgees and district judges 3Cross SGILES. SUSHL FUMAR VERMA

in regional languages, do you think a central
i

BChhn!uu@.rarumunry.lﬂlmihemgmal

ee

There are mubtiple ssues with our disrice
Judiciary and almost none of them will really
be addressed by an All India Judicial Service
ALOK KUMAR PRASANNA

vacancies. The problem has been the ability to
conduct these exms in a tmely manmer.

BC: We harve seen the mumber of vacancies in
the AE 2= well. [ don't see how this can bea
scilution. The AlJS attempts o induct bwyers
‘between 15 i 45 years to the cadre of district
julges. There isa problem. A 35 45-year-old
practising Eowyer who has spent 15-20 years in
the profesion is Hkehy 1o be well-sseablished in
their State with a steady stream of briefs. If they
miake it an all-india service, which is again
transferable, they moy not like 1o Jeave their
State and family. IF the jdea was tohave a big
talent pool, we will be Josing out an that as well.

Hrﬂ-ﬂ:.ﬂnymllhmklumn-lm

nguage, but there is wst doc

regional binguge,
of the regioaal hwgudlhedﬂh:clu[thc

people ghving evidence is mpoertant. Sometimes,
EVEN CLStomE p\hyummpm'mmltmjud»:ul
decision making, Intensive

wouhd take an enormows amount of effort. At
the end of the day, we are deciding lves bere
ansd the smsllest mistake in undersi E\r
e or the evidence my be imeparable.
need b understand almwi:gmad:rinum
case than in the case of bureauscrs.

APK: [ think implicit in this assumption is that
the Indian Administrative Service hos been a
wonderful instition. But the way it is
structured, the way it recnuts and promotes
people._ Lam not sure that is 2 moded we want
ter replicate in the judiciary. 1would rather have
peaple with locl knowledge serve local nesds,

0 the data released this year by
the Law Ministry, 5,388 posts of judicial
afficers are lying vacant in the district
Jjudiciary. Do you think a centralised service
could E of judicial

APE: Judicial vacancies, @ a percentage of the
bata] uembar of juclger, i 20-25% Vacandig in
the All Indlia Serrices (ALS) are akso 20-22%. In

For judges will be an attractive pi
For yers? Ad what will be
ﬁmdm.mmﬂmaldlrg their career progression, numbser

is much lower than those from the Bar?

BC= | 't thinik 2 baw student or 2 yoursg Eyer
wha wants b b a juclge is particularky bathered
about whether they are serving an all-dndia
service or a State service. More aften than not, if
there isa prestigious State serice, the
inclination wouskl abarys be b join it and be
chiser s the Eamily. Apart from metros,
pasitins elsewhere in the country are
probilematic in berms of access o basic flities.
“-:Inwmnmm[u#s p—
b0 e 2 toilet in soome States. It isalso time o
Ik at a beetter paay striscture. A successfisl
lawyer on the private side makes in one
appearance or a day what a wrial court judge
makes in 2 month. This needs to be borne in
mind if we are to stract the best talent out

appointments: have been from the Bar Fara

yoang civil judge 1o enter the system is difficult.
‘There are only a hamdful of examples of dstrict
jusclges: whvos by made it to the Supreme Court.

M. Alsk, 3 common rebuttal to the creation
in.ﬂ]’!uﬂll.lll-llﬂmmmledenhn

Ect, as per the data of the Undon af
4 millian civilian central posts, 1 million are
wacant. There En't anything inherently superior
ina centralised system that will make it
necessarily more efficient in flling = the

hivw can we
mmmmp‘mmdm
‘Courts have a say in the recruitment process?

APE: It will be very dificult. The High Courts

will per transfer

hawe somme form of comtrol. But it is
asulroptimal solution - why shoeuld the High
Courts accept it? Today, they are in control of
everything starfing from recriftment bo the
eventim] promotion or transfer of that partioular
civil jusige. The State governments will have
even less control. They will just be paying their
salaries, The problem is that we assume that if
the Cemtre does it, it will be a good job. There
re prablems in the system, but they do not
reguire an avertarning of everything. | am
sspicions af the parts of the Corstitution that
were introduced in the 42nd Amendment. 1t was
dane in contreversial cirumstances by 2
goverrment thit b o legitimacy, Almost the
erstire Cppositiom was put in jail while pasing
this amendment.

At present, the independence of the district
juelges from the State governments is
guaranteed by the fact that the High Courts.
play a significant role in their appointment,
transfer, and removal. IF the ALS were tobe
how can we ensure that there is
judicial independence?
BIC= That is the biggest problem. 1 could passa
let of decisions back in the day because | knew
that even the Governor ar the Chief Minister of
the State could nat take ary action ifmy
decision was o be m’mpalhﬂxtuﬂm
. This isall the

‘becinse the gavernment i the b
‘befare the coarts. [t is problemtic i the g
were to decide who is to be appointed as a judge
and for what considerations. The system
hos worked well and the AL doesn't seem o be
the better aliernative. The way the 42nd
Amendment was introduced was
constitutiorally suspect. All of this bas posibily
mlthrendn]]rl#dhmthcﬂlﬁmﬂyx

But arguably, it i vioktive of the
hmrnmcmru of the Constitution.

APK: There are multiple issues with our district
judiciary and almost neoe of then will really be
addressed by an AlIS. The nesd of the hour is to
ensure that there is a smoath canser path for
thesse who enter the district judicary o the High
Courts and the Supreme Couwrt. 1 think the: real
pnesssiy meed] s that the areas austsice the
mietras have a seriows bok of infrustructure. The
jusclggees: ] by b saprported so that they think
that hey are as musch corstiational court judges
as the Chief Justice of India.

stan b tha full inteevi ow
Scan the code or o to the Enk
s Sehisducom
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Sanjay becomes the new president
as Brij Bhushan loyalists sweep polls

WFI ELECTIONS

NEW DELHI

The much-delayed elec-
tions to the Wrestling Fed-
eration of India were firal-
Iv held on Thursday, with
the results and responses
on expected lines as the
supporters of former presi-
dent Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh swept into power
with i thumping majority.

Sanjay Kumar Singh
from Uttar Pradesh was
elected president with 40
votes against seven for
former  Commonwealth
Games gold medallist Anita
Sheoran a3 13 of the 15
posts o which elections
were beld were woa by the
loyalists of lormer presi-
dent Brij Biushan. The re-
sults meant that  Brij
Blusshan continues to hold
swiy over the spoet — the
newly elected president
made Brij Bhushan's resi-
dence his first port of call
after his victory.

Even the two posts that
went to the rivals - senior
vice-president  Devender
Kadian and secretary-gen-
eral Prem Chand Lochab of
RSPB - were called “our
people™ by Sanjay who
spoke at length @t how the
new federation  would
work.

“We will try to bokd na-
tionals in age-group com-
petitions  and  National
camps to make sure the
vear is not wasted. Other
than that, those wrestlers
who want to play will be on
the mat, those who want (o
do politics will be replied
10 in the palitical arena”™
was all Sanjay Kumar said
over the din of hundreds of
supporters who thronged
the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation office all day.

Posing with Sanjay -
their association goes back
decades — at his residence,

The extreme step: Saksh, urabie to hede her disappointment and tears, decided to retire
from wrestng, SHASE SHEXHAR KA

Brij Bhushan dedared that
the elections had been
held as per everyone's
wishes.

“No one from my family
or relatives  contested.
Those who participated
and won were decided by
federation  officials  and
elections were held as per
the constitution and ap-
proved norms and guide-
lines. The result proves
what people in wrestling
want across the country,”
be said.

Less than a kilometre
away, the three wrestlers
who were the face of the
protests agsinst Brij Bhush-
an - Vinesh Phogat, Sakshi
Malik and Bajrang Punia -
held a press conference ex-
pressing their disappoint-
ment that abruptly ended
in Sakshi declaring her de-
cision to quit the sport,
dropping  her wrestling
shoes on the table and
leaving in tears.

“It took us years to gath-
er courage for the protest
bt we all know the result
tocday. The government’s
commitment also has not
been fulfilled, we wanted a
woman president but to-
day not one woman has
been  elected, which
proves women have never
had any role in Indian

wrestling. “We thank eve
ryone who supported us
through the proteses but if
the president now is some-
one close to Brij Bhushan,
then 1 give up wrestling on
this stage toclay” Sakshi
announced.

“We were fAglting
against the harasssment
women wrestlers. Many
were saying we were fin-
ished but we were also ac-
tive wrestlers and winning
medals for the country...
you can see our records in
the kst few years.

“1 don't think we will get
justice. Initially there were
1520 complainants, thats
goae down to six now and
they are trying to break
them abso. But we still have
faith in the judiciary,” Baj-
rang hoped while Vinesh
shrugged that their worst
fears had come true.

“They were saying from
the start that they will win
We know their power and
position but it is sad that
such people are getting
such positions in the coun-

“Sanjay Singh is closer
to Brij Blushan than even
his own son. | feel sud that
we could not bring any im-
provement in Indian wres-
ting. From roxds to mats
to closed doors, we told

everyone what was hap-
pening but still psople who
harass women are being
elected. [ don't know how
o get justice in our coun-
try,” she wondered.

The elections had ear-
lier been scheduled for Au-
gust 12 before a last-minate
stay halted the process, va-
cated by the Supreme
Court on November 28,
*We were confident our
supporters will win be-
cause of the work we have
done for Indian wrestling.
But now I am not involved
anymore.

“They can always con-
sult me if peeded but [ will
only request the new feder-
ation to hokd at least the ca-
det and junior Natiorals
before December 31 |
hope the new federation
does even better than us.”
said Brij Bushan.

The elected members:
President: Sanjay Kumar Singh;
Senior vice-president:
Devender ¥adan,
Vice-presidents: Kartar Singh,
Asit Xumar Saha, N. Phooay, Jai
Prakash, Secretary-general:
Prom Chand Lochaty Treasurer:
Satya Pal Singh Deswal, Jeint
secretaries: 8.6 Shatty, R K
Purushotham, Executive
members: Prachant %al, Rajrish
Wamas M Loganathan, N. Khaedl,
Ummed Sngh
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Gukesh wins on tie-break, is frontrunner
for FIDE Circuit Candidates berth

Arjun finishes joint-first but is pipped to the post by the narrowest of margins and will now have to daim the World Rapid to secure his spot

CHESS

Sparts Burean

CHENNAL

. Gukesh drew
with P. Harikrish-
na in the seventh
and final round and won
the Chennai Grand Masters
Chess Championship on
tie-break at The Leela Pa-
lace  hotel here on
Thursday.
Gukesh fnished joint-
first with Arjun Erigaisi,
who beat Hungary’s Sanan
Sjugirov. The Sonneborn-
Berger score was em-
ployed as the tie-break and
Gukesh (3.75) edged Arjun
(13.50) to the title.
Gukesh has surpassed

Anish Giri in the FIDE Cir-
cuit leaderboard and has
thus became the frontrun-
ner for the FIDE Circuit
Candidates spot.

Anish needs to finish in
the top-three in the World
Rapid or win the World
Blitz, and Arjun has to win
the World Rapid to over-
take Gukesh and secure
the FIDE Circuit Candi-
dates spot.

Gukesh said he had de-
cided to play sate after se-
curing back-to-back wins
over Alexandr Predke (Ser-
bix) and Sjugirov in the
fourth and fifth rounds.

“The kst couple of
rounds, [ was in safe mode.
1 knew that tied for first
would be encugh for (top-
ping) the (FIDE) Circuit.

Two wins were quite nice,
and 1 was like, ‘Now, 1
should just not do anything
stupid and just play it safe.
So, yes, honestly, I was just
playing for a draw in the
Last two games,” be said on
the commentary.

“When you are fighting
in every game, accidents
can happen.

“It’s not that I'm scared
of it, but the stakes were
just too high, and 1 didn’t
want to take any chances”
he added.

The results (seventh round): .
Harlkrishna |4) row with D
Gekiash 4.5 Arjun Erigaisi b
S30an Sugirov (Hus, 25,
Alesandr Predio (Srb, 1.5) lost 30
Parham Naghscodico (Im, 351
Parsa| Elancv (Ukr, &) drow with
Lavon Asoméan (USA_35).

Fruitful outing: Arjun, Gukesh and Hankrishna pose with thetr spods. SPECAL MPANGENENT
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